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240 THE CLASSICAL JOURNAL 

The Evidence oj Greek Papyri with Regard to Textual Criticism. By 
F. G. Kenyon. [Reprint from the Proceedings of the British 
Academy, Vol. I.] Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

If Casaubon had lived three centuries later, Mr. Kenyon's investigation might 
have brought comfort to his soul, as it has to those of us who believe that, in deal- 
ing with the text of our MSS, interpretation should be exhausted before we resort 
to emendations. The English scholar's results show that the important diver- 
gencies from our MSS are small in number. Of the 350 papyri, nearly half con- 
tain some new reading — many an expanded text of the Iliad — but nothing sub- 
stantial is added to the poem. A few contain noteworthy readings, some of which 
have been adopted by editors. One of the most important, dating from the first 
century, contains most of *• and O, one-third of which may be regarded as worthy 
of an editor's attention. Monro and Allen have admitted three readings from 
another papyrus, and quote twenty-nine more. The Odyssey papyri are less 
important. All point to the prevalence of the vulgate text of Homer. The arche- 
types of our MSS are from a later date. Five contain critical symbols of Aristarchus. 
The received text of Euripides is, on the whole, confirmed. The testimony 
for Herodotus is slight; but of the six fragments of Thucydides one is important 
(Oxyrhynchus); and Hude adopts eight of the variants. The theory of exten- 
sive corruption in the way of marginalia is not supported. Eight papyri furnish 
fragments of Xenophon. In the Oeconomicus (where all the MSS are corrupt) a 
conjecture by Schneider, which had not been generally accepted, is confirmed. 
The sole representative of the Anabasis is Oxyrhyn. 463. It agrees six times 
with C against the inferior MSS, but also six times with the latter against C. 
Among the vellum MSS the truth is not always to be found with the family which 
modern editors have agreed to regard as superior. The longest Xenophon papyrus 
contains seventeen columns of Hellenica i. Of the philosophers Plato is the 
only representative (eleven fragments); but the readings are not important; and 
one establishes the antiquity of an obvious blunder (Gorg. 508 B). The two 
papyri of Isocrates show that to pin our faith to one family of MSS is unsound 
criticism. New readings are numerous, but not valuable. Demosthenes is next 
to Homer in the number of fragments, but all are small. The conjectures of 
modern editors in the De corona are not indorsed. The vulgate of the De falsa 
legatione, on the whole, is confirmed. The MSS are supported, as against the 
quotations in ancient authors; but, generally speaking, Blass's strict theory of 
ellipses and his rigid application of euphonic rules receive no support. "The 
chances against successful divination are great .... the presumption will 
always be against any emendation .... until documentary evidence can be 

produced in its support." 

J. E. Harry 



